INTRODUCTION
Onion (Allium cepa L.) is an important tropical and the edible bulbous crop in India. India is the second largest producer of onion in the world next to China, with an estimated production area of 9.59 lakh ha with a production of 163.09 lakh tons and productivity of 17.01 tons/ha (FAO, 2012). Onions are best cultivated in fertile soils that are well-drained. The seeds are sown in raising nursery beds, during Kharif season (May-September), late kharif season (August-February) and Rabi season (October-April), after 45 days of nursery sowing, the seedlings are transferred to the main plot. Onions are harvested at 50% neck fall stage, which is an indication of maturity and it decides the longevity of onions as bulbs in storage conditions. This crop is generally grown throughout the country, but especially in the states of Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, Odisha, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Punjab, Haryana, Uttarakhand, Jammu & Kashmir, Bihar, Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka. This crop is ravaged by many insect pests, during different crop growth stages which cause considerable losses in yield. Apart from reduction in crop yield, insect pests also posses harmful effects during harvesting, post harvesting, processing and marketing stages, which lowers the quality and export potential of crop that significantly causes economic loss. It also alters the cropping pattern and also affects the local and export markets.
Major insect pests infesting onion are thrips (Thrips tabaci Lindeman), onion maggot (Delia antique), red spider mite, (Tetranychus cinnabarinus), cutworms (Spodoptera litura) and head borer (Helicoverpa armigera).
Amongst these insect pests, onion thrips, Thrips tabaci (Thysanoptera: Thripidae), has become a global pest of increasing concern in commercial onion, because of its ability to transmit plant viruses and frequency of producing more generations at high temperatures. T. tabaci feeds directly on leaves, causing blotches and premature senescence, as well as distorted and undersized bulbs. T. tabaci can cause yield loss >50% (Montano et al., 2010) but can be even more problematic, when it transmits iris yellow spot virus. IYSV symptoms include 
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